Induced abortion in a rural area of Bangladesh.
Mortality rates from indigenous abortion practices have not been described previously. From September 1982 to August 1983, traditional birth attendants, under medical supervision, collected data on all identifiable pregnant women and pregnancy outcomes in a geographically defined population in rural Bangladesh. Of 9,906 pregnancies, 9,317 ended in live birth, 412 in induced abortion, and 177 in spontaneous abortion. All abortions were induced by indigenous health practitioners. The abortion-to-live-birth ratio was 44.2 per 1,000. Ten women died after induced abortion, yielding a death-to-case rate of 2.4 percent. The death-to-case rate was highest for women 35 and older and women of parity five and higher. The authors conclude that improved distribution of safe, acceptable means of fertility regulation may save many mothers' lives.